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North Vietnamese Would Re-Open Peace Talks 


Hanoi Offers 6Swap' For Bomb Halt 


PARIS (AP) — North Vietnam offered today to resume 


secret negotiations with the United States and send Politburo 
member Le Due Tho back to Paris if the United States stops 
bombing North Vietnam and resumes the regular weekly 
meetings of the Paris peace talks. 


There seemed no likelihood that the United States would 


accept the offer unless North Vietnam called off its offensive 
in South Vietnam. Ambassador William J. Porter, the chief 
U.S. delegate to the peace talks, said last week that the United 
States would not agree to "meetings at gunpoint." 


North Vietnam's chief delegate, Minister of State Xuan 


Thuy, told a news conference today that a "halt in the 
escalation of the war over North Vietnam and the resumption 
of the Paris talks must be simultaneous. 
"Without these two 


acts there can be no basis for private meetings," he said. 


Thuy was asked: "If the United States stops bombing North 


Vietnam and attends regular meetings of the Paris con- 
ference, can secret or private talks then start?" 


He replied: "This is correct." 
Thuy said he maintains his call for a plenary session of the 


peace talks on April 27 but on condition that the escalated air 
war against North Vietnam cease. 


Xuan Thuy insisted, however, that there can be no further 


meetingsof the Paris conference unless the United States halts 
attacks on the North. 


Stephen Ledogar, spokesman for the U.S. delegation, had no 


immediate comment on the North Vietnamese proposal. 


The United States indefinitely suspended the talks March 23 


in the U7th session. Washington insisted that the North Viet- 
namese show signs of a desire to "engage in serious ex- 
changes" before agreeing to resume (he sessions. 


Since then, there has been a flurry of behind the scenes 


contacts through private channels in an effort to get the talks 


Reactions 
To Bombing 
Are Mixed 


SEXTON ENDORSES WALLACE: Gov. George 
Wallace, left, holds a press conference in Detroit 
Saturday rivaling a meeting of regular party leaders in 
another hotel nearby. Appearing with the Alabama 
governor is former prisoner of war John C. Sexton who 
endorsed Wallace for the presidency earlier this week. 
(AP Wirephoto) 


By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


North Vietnam declared to- 


day the bombing around its two 
principal cities was an admis- 
sion that the United States 
faces a dire situation in In- 
dochina. At the same time, 
however, it offered to resume 
secret peace talks if the air at- 
tacks are halted. 


The Soviet Union delivered 


an official protest to the United 
States, and the Kremlin's Com- 
munist allies assailed the air 
attacks around Hanoi and Hai- 


Michigan Democrats 
Cough In Exhaust 
Of Wallace's Bus 


DETROIT (AP) — After a 


weekend of feuding between 
George Wallace and the Demo- 
cratic party regulars, Rep. 
John Conyers Detroit's black 
congressman, concluded that 
President Nixon "is the No. 1 
passenger on the Wallace bus." 


Tax Reform 
Put Ahead 
Of Bus Issue 


George 
Wallace 
hit 


harder at tax reform than 
at racial busing when he 
spoke to a large crowd 
Saturday night at the 
M i c h i g a n 
S t a t e 


Fairgrounds at Detroit. He 
touched only lightly on the 
busing issue, 
apparently 


satisfied that his listeners 
knew where he stands on 
that matter. 


See story on page 15. 


Wallace, who was snubbed 


when the Democrats wouldn't 
invite him to their Saturday 
night "Jefferson-Jackson Day 
dinner, fought back with a 
vengence, thrust busing for- 
ward as a very big issue and set 
out to prove he is closer to the 
people than their leadership is. 


Part of Conyers' meaning 


was that Nixon made political 
capital out of busing after Wal- 
lace rode it to victory in Flori- 
da. The other part is that 
Democrats may tear them- 
selves apart over it in Mich- 
igan. 


In Michigan over the week- 


end the dichotomy that has 
been building came to fruition 
when Wallace was given the 
opportunity to make the most 
of bis claim that he is the real 
friend of the little man. 


When 
Democratic leaders 


from 14 Midwestern states set 
up 
a 
three-day 
strategy 


session, they pointedly 
left 


Wallace off the lisl while they 
invited 
the party's other 


presidential contenders to the 
Saturday night dinner. 


State Democratic Chairman 


James McNcely made it plain 
enough. "We felt no need to 
show that the Democratic 
party accepts or approves of 
his brand of rhetoric." 


Wallace set up a Saturday 
(See back page, sec. l.col. I) 


Muskie Asks 
Bombing Halt 
In North Viet 


Three candidates for the 


Democratic 
presidential 


nomination call the U.S. 
bombing campaign of the 
Hanoi-Haiphong 
area 


reckless and dangerous. 
One of them, Sen. Edmund 
Muskie, said he will in- 
troduce a resolution in the 
Senate today calling for an 
immediate halt to all 
military action against 
North Vietnam. 


See story on page 11. 


RESCUED FROM BEHIND ENEMY LINES: U.S. Marine Maj. Clyde D. Smith is 
examined by doctors at medical facility, identified by allied spokesman as somewhere 
in Southeast Asia, after being rescued from jungle in southern Laos. He was stranded 
behind enemy lines in Laos for four days after his fighter-bomber from carrier Coral 
Sea was s,hot down April 9 while on mission against Ho Chi Minh Trail in Laos. The 
craft's copilot is reported missing, (AP Wirephoto} 


phong Sunday. 


The government of Sweden, 


expressing concern that the 
bombing raids could have 
serious international repercus- 
sions, called on the United 
States to abandon the air at- 
tacks on the North and return 
to the Paris peace talks. 


President Nixon's decision to 


bomb deep inside North Viet- 
nam got some support from 
newspapers in Britain and 
West Germany—two close U.S. 
allies- but there also was some 
criticism. 


Hanoi's official Communist 


party newspaper, Nhan Dan, 
claimed that the United States 
found itself in difficulty in Viet- 
nam and resorted to bombing 
the North, 


It said President Nixon, "like 


a grievously wounded beast ... 
is striking out madly and does 
not stop at the worst crimes." 


The Soviet protest was deliv- 


ered to the U.S. ambassador in 
Moscow on Sunday. Pravda, 
the Soviet Communist party 
newspaper, followed up with an 
attack today. 


"Venturing a new escalation 


in the war in Vietnam, the U.S. 
aggressors are playing with 
fire," it said. 


A statement of the Council of 


Ministers in East Berlin de- 
scribed the air attacks as "a 
criminal but hopeless attempt 
to continue frustrated Ameri- 
can policy in Indochina." 


The Czechoslovak farmers 


newspaper 
Rolnicke Noviny 


said the use of B52 bombers in 
the war against North Vietnam 
"again confirms that the U.S. 
government wants to continue 
its genocide against the Viet- 
nam people." 


In Sweden, Foreign Minister 


Krister Wickman declared that 
the 
Swedish 
government 


"views with the greatest 
gravity these bombings of 
North Vietnam's most densely 
populated areas. 


The U.S. bombing policy car- 


ries the risk of serious inter- 
national repercussions. The 
Swedish government earnestly 
urges the U.S. government to 
abandon the bombing policy 
immediately and return to Ihe 
Paris peace talks." 


Most Swedish newspaper edi- 


torials used terms like "naked 
brutal violence," 
"cynical 


crime against humanity" and 
"moral disaster" in con- 
demning the Nixon adminis- 
tration policy. However, the 
conservative Svenska Dagbla- 
det noted (hat Hanoi, in'un- 


(See back page, sec. 1, col. 5> 
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CRESCENT MOON AND VENUS: Pete Mitchell, 
photographer for this newspaper, captured this view of 
Planet Venus near moon last night from Lake Front 
park in St. Joseph. 


going at secret or regular level, or at both simultaneously, 
Washington and Hanoi have heaped blame on the opposite side 
for failure to agree to meet. 


In Washington, the Nixon administration braced for a two- 


front defense of its Vietnam policy today, readying a reply to a 


(See hack page, sec. 1, en! 5) 


Bright Spot 
Near Moon 
Not Rocket 


With Apollo IK on the way to the moon, :i spectacular view 


last night of Planet Venus close on one horn of a crescent moon 
caused some people to think the astronauts were visible as 
they streaked toward the moon. 


William Bingaman. planetarium director for the St. Joseph 


schools, said the sight occurs annually, but that the view last 
night was especially spectacular because of the clarity of the 
earth's atmosphere after Sunday's rain. 


Two other planets, Saturn and Mars, also were very close by 


last night but were not noticeable to the unaided eye. They 
could be seen, however, with binoculars off the oilier horn of 
the crescent moon, about twice the distance that Venus was 
from the other horn. 


Bingaman said Venus, Saturn and Mars are heading tor a 


conjunction later in April, when to the eye they will be grouped 
in a space no greater than [hespread of [he moon. 


JUMPS OVER THE MOON: The American Hereford 
association's lighted statue 
of 
a 
bull over 
its 


headquarters in Kansas City gives appearance that old 
nursery rhyme of the cow jumping over the moon had 


achieved reality last night. Photo was taken as the 
crescent moon and Planet Venus already were staging 
a spectacular display on their own. (AP Wirephoto). 


Moon Lander Losing Skin 
But Astronauts Push On 


SPACE CENTER, Houston (AP) — The protective skin 


of the Apollo 16 moon lander Orion continued to peel away 
today but America's lunar explorers hurtled onward 
anyway toward a landing on the mountainous rooftop of 


• the moon. 


The cause of the strange flaking of the thin aluminum 


foil and mylar 
thermal 
blanket remained 
unknown, 


officials said. Engineers sought to simulate the problem 
with a mock spacecraft at the Manned Spacecraft Center 
here to explain it. 


Navy Capt. John W. Young and Air Force Lt. Col. 


Charles M. Duke Jr. entered Ihe lander a day ahead of 
schedule Sunday night, turned on its power and conducted 
a one-hour inspection. 


Nothing appeared amiss in the spacecraft's systems and 


there were no plans to alter the mission. 


"At Ibis time there is no undue concern about it," 


Mission Control said after the inspection apparently ruled 
out troubles with major spacecraft systems. 


The skin problem was the first flaw in an otherwise 


perfect mission that began at 12:54 p.m. EST Sunday 
when a towering Saturn 5 rocket thundered the astronauts 
into space. 


Apollo 16 was so precisely on course Sunday night that a 


planned midcourse correction was canceled. The astro- 
nauts will have an opportunity to perform a 
course 


correction tonight and again Tuesday and Wednesday 
before 
firing 
their spacecraft engine at 
3:23 
p.m. 


Wednesday to slip into lunar orbit. 


Young and Duke are to land Orion on an undulating 


plateau between 
two mountain peaks in the lunar 


highlands near one of the highest points on the moon. 
Navy Lt. Cmdr. Thomas K. Mattingly will orbit the moon 
in Casper, 
the 
command ship, 
conducting 
remote 


surveillance of the lunar terrain with scientific instru- 


ments. 


Bumping over the dusty plateau and up a mountain 


slope in a battery powered car, Young and Duke will seek 
evidence the lunar highlands were born in fiery volcanic 
upheavals billions of years ago. 


Mission Control became concerned with the- flaking skin 


and ordered the unplanned inspection after the astronauts 
described skin particles .streaming into space and said the 
damaged area resembled "Shredded Wheat." 


The skin—two inches thick and composed of alternate 


layers of aluminum foil and mylar—is wrapped about 
much of the lunar lander's body to fend off harsh solar 
rays and bits of space debris. 


Reporting the particles stripping away at "about five or 


10 a second," Duke said, "It's all tattered and torn and 
shredded. Looks like Shredded Wheat." 


"Sure is something strange going on," Young said. 
Mattingly trained a television camera through a cabin 


window at the flaking skin while Young and Duke toured 
Orion. The picture received on earth clearly showed the 
firefly-like bits of material flicking away. 


The Sunday launch, under clear blue Florida skies and 


walched by a half million people on nearby beaches and 
highways, was flawless. Vice President Spiro T. Agnew, 
watching from Ihe Kennedy Space Center firing room, 
said afterwards it was "one of the finest." 


An cstimiilcd 311 million television viewers were treated 


In a dramatic picture of the 36-story, 3,100-ton Saturn V 
launch vehicle as 
it rose from 
(bo gantry with an 


American flag in the foreground waving in a mild breeze. 


President Nixon watched the launch on television and 


afterwards sent congratulations to "the entire Apollo team 


;<Scc back pago, sec. 1, col. 7) 
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Veterans 


Just Another Mark On A 
Dreary Tax Calendar 


. Itis more than coincidental that George 
Wallace flew into Michigan on Friday 
afternoon. 


The Alabama Governor virtually 


plummeted from his airplane into a 
battery of radio mikes and TV cameras to 
say he will spend the next few days telling 
the people how they are overtaxed for a 
host of unworthy causes. 


Wallace is pecking away at a sensitive 


spot this year. 


Most of the 77 to 80 million Americans 


who have until midnight to gel an income 
fax return into the mail, accompanied in 
most instances by a final payment, 
depend for their accounting on the 
withholding process. 


The 1971 tables furnished by the IRS to 


employers goofed. It understated the 
withholding rates. 


The public did not catch the error until 


the early bird taxpayers started to tote up 
their final returns. 


The government is the only institution 


which is at liberty to hide or confess a 
mistake and yet remain free from having 
to make amends; and Uncle Sam's till is 
so perpetually embarrassed that he could 
not afford any gesture in the nature of 
forgive and forget. 


Without describing in so many words 


the 1971 slip or this year's overstatement 
on withholding, Wallace is scoring a wide 
impression with his simplistic attack on 
the tax structure. 


It needs reforming, he constantly tells 


his audiences. 


He salts the message with 
the 


remainder that the working man is 
shedding financial blood for social 
schemes dreamed up by limousine riding 
liberals getting by handsomely on tax 
exempt incomes. 


The reference to Wallace is not to in- 


dicate he has the complete answer or does 
George McGovern who lards his cam- 
paigning with a similar message, but 
simply to repeat how tax reform is the 
perfect illustration about many a slip 
between cup and lip. 


Congress enacted the 16th Amendment 


in 1909 and four years later its ratification 
by a sufficient number of state 
legislatures took place. A month following 
ratification, Congress adopted the 
forerunner of today's income and estates 


(inheritance) taxes. 


The Amendment's sponsors had two 


purposes in mind: expanding the federal 
government's income base 
because 


tariffs and internal excises were proving 
inadequate; and in a mild way infusing 
the ability to pay theory into the tax 
system. 


No one except a few home grown in- 


tellectual cousins of Karl Marx wanted 
the income tax to become a way of life or 
ever believed it could. 


Like so many governmental schemes 


what never was thought to be a conception 
has emerged as a baby, a monstrously 
sized one at that. 


Over the years Congress has slid in an 


endless stream of favored treatment for 
various economic interests; in trying to 
plug one loophole the law has created 
escape hatches for others; and business 
decisions are being reached less on their 
intrinsic merits than on tax consequences. 


Washington has made three stabs at 


unscrambling the omelette in recent 
years. 


Truman re-organized,and renamed the 


old Bureau of Internal Revenue in 
response to exposes of nanky panky in 
several field offices. 


In 1954 Congress and the Internal 


Revenue Service put together a so called 
reform 
act. Basically, this was a 


codification of existing statutes and 
regulations which in the final analysis did 
little more than .pull together in one 
locator book the wheat and chaff stored in 
separate tomes. 


The Kennedy Administration put 


through a few changes, the most notable 
being the investment tax credit, designed 
to stimulate what it felt was a too slowly 
moving economy. 


The 1969 Tax Reform Act and some 1971 


amendments 
targeted 
at 
specific 


loopholes. 


Reform, which means or should mean 


replacing the bad with the good, bringing 
order outof chaos, remains as far away as 
ever. 


In fact, reform still retains the concept 


of shoving the tax load from A to B if at ail 
possible. 


Little wonder why in so many minds 


April does not seem as springlike as it 
used to. 


Space Exploring 
Pays Dividends 


• With all the talk of moonshots, the space 
shuttle and Martian probes, the ultimate 
purpose of the nation's space program 
£'an get lost in the heat of the fallout. 


The space purpose is simple: to benefit 


mankind. 


There is adventure in the manned 


program, the element of science fiction, 
but the emphasis on waste of the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration in 
public debate can get out of hand. The 
manned space program is of the basic 
research kind in which the benefits are 
knoWR, but still not recognized. The un- 
manned program runs near and far, and 
it's the near that is bringing benefits both 
known and recognized. 


One of the NASA programs holding 


recognizable benefits is going on at 
Wallops Island on the Eastern Shore of 
Virginia. Wallops is now using an air- 
borne laser system to measure the 
presence of plankton in the waters off 
Assateague and in the Chesapeake Bay. 


A helicopter carries the system, which 


uses an orange flash fnnn the laser to hit 
the water and become absorbed by the 
plankton. A telescope on the helicopter 
men measures the very faint infrared 
radiation beam from the plankton, a vital 
source of marine 
food 
which also 


replenishes about 70 percent of the fresh 
oxygen supply on Earth. 


There are other methods to measure 


plankton, but the kser system carries 
seeming advantages over the others. 
There is the rapidity of it, the ability to 
measure plankton night and day, and the 
possibility that measurements can be 
taken at varying levels beneath the 
surface. 


It's a program which has apparent 


instant appeal to the Age of Ecology. 
When perfected it could lead toward the 
cleanup of all the nation's lakes and rills. 


There is no countdown, no drama 


connected to it. Still, it's a manned 
program close to the Karth, trying to 
accomplish something man can even- 
tually understand. 


Hazardous 
Custom 
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A ritual of modern leadership to mingle 


with the crowds has become in- 
dispensable. Leaders in free nations have 
long been practitioners of the custom. 
Those in such autocracies as Russia and 
Red .China have found it necessary to do 
likewise. 


Disaster or near disaster has often been 


the result. Crowds are unruly and even 
when friendly tend to be unrestrained if 
not unrestrainable. 


All his predecessors and President 


Nixon have been jostled by crowds. A trip 
to Japan planned by the late President 
Eisenhower was canceled because of fear 
of crowds. 


The public tends to regard this situation 


as the price of leadership and popularity. 
It is a means of letting people know and, 
presumably, support public officials. Few 
are willing to put safety above acclaim. 


The heady wine of popular acclaim, of 


the excitement of crowds, is also one of 
the rewards of leadership. To some men it 
may be the greatest incentive to run for 
office. 


GLANCING BACKWARDS 


WINS MOTT 
FELLOWSHIP 
(—1 Year Ago—) 


David E. Bartz, 25, son of Mr. 


and Mrs. Edwin "Doc" Bartz of 
4315 Lincoln avenue, Lincoln 
township, has been awarded 
$8,000 
Mott 
Foundation 


fellowship for 1971-72 to study 
for a doctorate. 


Young Bartz is a junior high 


school principal at Caledonia 
near Grand Rapids. His wife is 
the former Marsh Ott of St. 
Joseph. Bartz will study in 
Flint. 


THREE OAKS DAD 
HAS TWO QUKENS 
(10 Years Ago—)' 


Darned if Dick Potts isn't a 


lucky fella. His wife was Miss 
Three Oaks of 1928. Saturday 
night his daughter brought 
home the title again. 


Martha Rose Potts, a 17- 


year-old statuesque blue-eyed 
blond, was named Miss Three 
Oaks of 1962 before an audience 
of approximately BOO persons in 
the high school auditorium. A 
high school senior, Miss Potts 
was selected over 11 other 
contestants for the honor. 


EDITOR'S 
MAILBAG 


Editor, 
The Herald-Press: 


A SOLDIER'S MOTHER 


With the advent of Mother's Day, kindly publish this true 


account of an American soldier in World War II, who did not 
learn of his mother's demise until he returned home. It was 
under the extenuating circumstances of his being rapidly 
moved through a labyrinth of replacement centers in Europe, 
(hat word failed to reach him. 


As I take the pen in hand 
To write a somber thought 
For all who heed and understand, 
A message will be wrought. 


Memory seems a vivid dream, 
Since I was but a boy, 
And knew a gentle mother's mien, 
That meant such warmth and joy. 


A day at school, a game of ball, 
Spelled happiness to me, 
But what the future will befall, 
We mortals cannot see. 


Then, as time sped swiftly on, 
Mom guided as I grew, 
Sifting out the right from wrong, 
The good to hold — the bad eschew. 


All too soon, the war clouds broke, 
And many, just like me, 
Were harnessed in a different yoke, 
To guard and keep our liberty. 


When given leave, as soldiers get, 
Before going on to war, 
Mother's face expressed regret, 
That she might lose the son she bore. 


The timehadcome — I cnuld not stay, 
It was our last goodbyes, . 
And I remember yet today, 
My mother's tearful eyes. 


During all that weary time, 
There across (he sea, 
Inner strength indeed was mine, 
Knowing that she was praying for me. 


At last, one day, the war did cease, 
I had made it through the fray, 
Back to home and blessed peace, 
The troops were on their way. 


She was not there when I arrived, 
And life seemed very cold, . 
' 


Was it all in vain I'd strived, 
For her again to hold? 


A summons had beckoned from the sky, 
And took her far away, 
Depriving both, my mother and I, 
Of our reunion day. 


Now, while journeying on once more, 
It will be up to me, 
To follow the path to Heaven's door, 
And in her arms I'll be. 


Theodore B. Rill 
1023 Pearl street 


St. Joseph 


PREPARE ITALY 


FOR INVASION 


( — 29 Years Ago—) 


Premier 
Mussolini 
was 


reported by the Berlin radio 
today to have declared Sicily, 
Sardinia and smaller islands in 
Italy's southern flank as an 
area of military operations in a 
move interpreted here as 
throwing up defenses hastily 
against expected allied attack. 


The action was preceded by a 


shakeup of the Italian police, 
which some London observers 
said was an attempt to deal 
with potential slackers and 
saboteurs who might impair 
the defense of Italy. The Italian 
premier acted in his capacity 
as commander-in-chief. 


ANNUALHUNT 


(—39 Years Ago—) 
; 


The annual Easter egg hunt 


took 52 Edgewater boys and 
girls to the Fred C. Palenske 
home on Easter morning. Over 
330 gayly colored eggs were 
hidden about the grounds and 
prizes awarded for finding the 
most eggs went to Dorothy 
Snyder, John E. Preston and 
Virginia O'Brian. 


PREVENT TRAGEDY 


(—49 Years Ago—) 


The cool headwork of half a 


dozen employes trained for an 
emergency 
prevented 
a 


possible panic when fire broke 
out on the stage of the Caldwell 
theater. For a few minutes the 
flames threatened to level the 
State 
street 
playhouse. 


Upwards of 400 people filed out 
through the exits an an orderly 


Women^s Lib 


Falters In China 


WASHINGTON (NBA) — 


Men who spend their time 
analyzing such things report 
that Women's Lib is riot doing 
well in China. 


Now this seems to contradict 


the prominent roles in which 
women have been seen by those 
accompanying President Nixon 
and other Occidental visitors. 
It also seems to contradict the 
official line of the party and 
government. 


But Asian scholars who have 


done some careful research on 
the subject send me word that 
women eager to move in the 
highest political councils of 
slate have not met with great 
success of late in China. 


Some women have, of course. 


But these analysts note that the 
most prominent women have 
some pretty high male con- 
nections. There's Mao Tse- 
tung's wife Chiang Ching, on 
the politburo, who was' a 
mighty voice in the Cultural 
Revolution. There's Mao's 
daughter, Hsiao Li, editor of 
the powerful Liberation Daily. 


A number of other wives of 


powerful men hold prominent 
positions of high responsibility. 
Chou En-lai's wife, for ex- 
ample. But my 
informants 


are not impressed by this. 
They take it as another ex- 
ample of male chauvinism. 


What the scholars do note is 


that recent claims touting the 
increase of women cadres in 
local party and government 
organs, when analyzed, show 
that few if any of the new ap- 
pointments have been made 
above the county level. 


Even there, they claim that 


many women elected to the 


local comntittees are generally 
regarded as nothing more than 
decorative fixtures. In 
some 


areas, it is a matter of rote to 
have a woman vice-chairman 
as a token appointee, these rrien 
say. 


The local Chinese officials 


involved have explained this by 
saying that because women are 
heavily 
burdened 
with 


household chores they should 
take 
a 
lighter 
load 
in 


revolutionary activities. 


To 
judge 
by 
official 


statement 
and 
officially 


sponsored newspaper and radio 
campaigns, 
the 
Peking 


government is all-out to raise 
the official status of women. 


Local leaders are taken to 


task for believing men are 
important and women are not. 
The widespread belief 
that 


women should devote them- 
selves solely to work within the 
family is officially jeered. 


One editorial complains 


"Some people under the in- 
fluence of the old idea that men 
do not run the family and 
women do not concern them- 
selves with affairs outside the 
family nurse the view that all 
that women need to do is to run 
their homes well and that there 
is no need for them to par- 
ticipate in the.. .. revolutionary 
movements." 


Men are officially urged to 


take a greater share of 
household work. Women are 
told to put their children in 
nurseries to free themselves 
for outside work. Local com- 
mittees have been urged to 
raise their membership to 20 
per cent women. Equal pay for 
women is advocated. 


Nixon Scored 


No Points Here 


REMAINS INTACT 
(—59 Years Ago—> 


The board of supervisors this 


afternoon voted to allow Lake 
township to remain intact in- 
stead of splitting it into two 
separate townships. 


ATTENDS OPENING 


(—79 Years Ago—) 


Mrs. Dorothy Collins has 


gone to Fort Wayne, Ind., to 
attend the millinery opening. 
Thieves May 
Have Problem. 


JACKSON, Miss. (AP) — Po- 


lice have warned Jackson resi- 
dents that a stolen ^00-pound 
cannonball, made in 1863 in the 
North, is still capable of creat- 
ing heavy damage and of kill- 
ing persons. 


The "live fuse" cannonball, 


filled with black powder, was 
stolen from its resting spot out- 
side the home of C.O. Drum- 
mond of Jackson, police said. 
Drummond noticed it was 
missing Saturday. 


Nudist Give 
Clothes Away 


BERNALILLO, N.M. (AP> — 


Nudists, of course, don't wear 
clothes. 


But the nature worshippers 


in New Mexico's only nudist 
camp go ' even farther—they 
give away clothes. 


The Yucca Halurist Club, 


near Bernalillo, presented 
Goodwill Industries on Satur- 
day 1,780 pounds of clothing 
and other items collected in the 
club's annual clothing drive. 


WASHINGTON — It wasn'f 


very sporting of President 
Nixon to meddle when the 
baseball season didn't start on 
time. 


With the arrogance of all 


sports buffs, 
the President 


assumed that the rest of the 
nation cared about the players' 
strike as much as he did. But it 
ain't necessarily so. 


Having just come through the 


football 
and 
basketball 


seasons, when my husband and 
daughter are glued to the 
television set every single week 
end, it would have been a 
glorious relief to skip baseball 
this year. The mind boggles at 
the possibilities for Saturday 
and Sunday if the family didn't 
have to watch grown men 
trying to beat a small white ball 
with a stick. 


Mrs. Clemente may be upset 


that her husband, Roberto, 
missed some paydays. If my 
husband were missing ap- 
proximately $1,000 a day for not 
swinging a.stick, I'd be upset 
too. 


But the sight of rov/s and 


rows of empty bleachers in 
those sports page pictures 
didn't move me to tears. Nor 
could I get misty-eyed over all 
the money the television net- 
works may have lost because 
there were no opening games to 
broadcast. 


President Nixon and the 


sports writers, who may not 
take the game as seriously as 
they seem to but who are paid 
to write as if they did, got 
terribly agitated about the 
strike. 


Professional team sports is 


big business, and the President 
likes to keep Big Business 
happy. He also received 
several letters from small boys 
pleading with him to bring back 
baseball. 


If the wives of dedicated 


sports-watchers had written to 
him instead, 
the President 


might not have acted so hastily. 
To judge from the glassy-eyed 
stares that the subject of base- 
ball usually produces in my 
female friends, the whole strike 
may have been a Women's Lib 
plot in the first place. 


And certainly something 


seems out of whack when 
baseball stands so high on the 
list of national priorities that it 
requires the President's per- 
sonal touch. It would hardly be 
a national tragedy if there were 
no playoff games, All-Star 
games, or World Series games. 


It is political legend that 


many people do not pay much 
attention to the Presidential 
campaign until after the World 
Series is finished. If that is so, 
perhaps if we didn't have a 
series we could be spared the 
campaign as well. 


BERRY'S HILD, 


"I gal the inspiration from the Navy. / spent the money 
I'd sored from my allowance so you wouldn't get the idea 


I could get.along lor Itss!" 


I 
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Blossomtime Queen Picked Tonight 


Three Judges Named To Select From 28 


Candidates Seeking Coveted Title 


MRS. JOSEPHINE HAUCK 
VV. LARRY KELLY 
LEONARD HOLMES 


The 
Miss 
Blossomtime 


pageant will be held tonight at 8 
o'clock at the Benton Harbor 
high school gymnasium and the 
panel of judges for the event 
was disclosed 
in an 
an- 


nouncement by Jay W. Holt, 
president of Blossomtime, this 
morning. 


Serving" as judges for the 


selection of Miss Blossomtime 
of 1972 will be Mrs. Josephine 
Hauck, executive director of 
the Indianapolis '500' festival; 
Leonard L. Holmes, editor of a 


business magazine; and W. 
Larry Kelly, motion picture 
and 
television 
producer- 


director. Master of ceremonies 
for 
the pageant is Orion 


Samuelson, Chicago's WGN-TV 
personality. 


The field of 28 community 


queens will experience a full 
day 
of 
activities 
today, 


culminating in the evening 
pageant. The judges began the 
day with early morning con- 
ferences with small groups of 
the aspiring beauties. The 


Lutherans Break Ground 
For $600,000 High School 


Ground breaking ceremonies 


were conducted this morning 
south of Scottdale for a 200- 
student Michigan Lutheran 
high school building. 


Members of the board of 


regents, the building com- 
mittee and the faculty took part 
in the ceremonies on a 50-acre 
tract located on Marquette 
Woods road, one-quarter mile 
west of Scottdale road in 
Royal ton township. 


The classroom area of the 


new structure is scheduled for 
completion in time to move the 
expanding school there at the 
start of the 1972-73 school year 
in September, according to the 
Rev. Kermit W. Biedenbender, 
secretary of the board of 
regents. 


Construction,' expected to 


begin 
within 
the 
week, 


climaxes 
a 
fund-raising^ 


program in the summer of 1971 


and a lo'an-raising program 
earlier this year, conducted 
among 
the 
21 Wisconsin 


Evangelical Lutheran synod 
congregations of southwestern 
Michigan. 


Plans disclosed 
for the 


$600,000-plus plant include a 
full-size 
gymnasium 
with 


seating for 750, a stage con- 
nected to the gymnasium, a 
music room for band 
and 


chorus, a library, .and a 
chemistry laboratory. Ten 
teaching stations are to be 
included in the classroom area, 
to provide for an enrollment of 
ov/er 200 students, according to 
the Rev. Biedenbender. 


Site development on the 50- 


acre grounds envisions a 
football field, track, ball 
diamonds, tennis courts, and a- 
nature area. 


.-The Rev. Henry Peter of 


Sodus, chairman of the board of 


regents, conducted the brief 
service at 10:30 this morning at 
the Marquette 
Woods road 


site. Others taking part were 
members of the 
building 


committee: the Rev. Herbert 
Kuske, St. Paul's Lutheran at 
Stevensville, 
chairman; 


Robert 
Rogein 
of 
Grace 


Lutheran, 
Eau 
Claire, 


building coordinator; James 
Guse, St. Matthew's Lutheran, 
Benton Harbor, secretary; 
Kenneth 
Schultz, 
Grace 


Lutheran, 
St. 
Joseph, 


treasurer; Edward Sempert, 
St. Paul's Lutheran of Sodus; 
Vernon Harsch, St. Paul's 
Lutheran of South Haven. Also 
participating were Principal 
Elmer 
Dobberstein 
and 


Instructor Ronald Paper of the 
Michigan Lutheran high school 
staff and also representing 
Good Shepherd Lutheran of 
Bejiton Harbor and Grace 


Lutheran 
of St. 
Joseph, 


respectively. 


Designed by the building 


committee, which consists of 
representatives 
of 
the 


Wisconsin synod congregations 
of the area and of the faculty, 
the building is to be erected 
with generous use of volunteer 
labor, according .to the Rev. 
Biedenbender. 
While 
the 


classroom wing is expected to 
be ready for the start of the 
next 
school 
year, 
the 


remainder of the building is to 
be completed by December. 
The building committee will 
serve in the stead of general 
contractor. 


Currently in its second year 


of 
operation, 
Michigan 


Lutheran high school has used 
as temporary facilities the 
.educational wing of the Good 
Shepherd Lutheran church in 


Fairplain supplemented by a 
modular unit. Now consisting 
of the freshman and sophomore 
classes, the school will add a 
third year in the new building 
next fall, and a senior year in 
1973-74, according to original 
phasing-in plans. 


The school is owned and 


operated by the Southwestern 
Michigan 
Lutheran 
High 


School 
association, 
an 


association 
of 
individual 


members 
of the Wisconsin 


synod congregations in south- 
western 
Michigan. As the 


school reaches its full four-year 
stature, the school plans to 
offer a varied curriculum with 
college preparatory, business 
general education courses, as 
well as a a course for those 
preparing for work in the 
church, according to the Rev. 
Biedenbender. 


Argument Ottr MUSJC Ends 
In Death Of BH Teenager 


Man Arrested In Knife Kitting 


A 16-year-old Benton Harbor record to play at a party, 


boy was stabbed to death last 
Pronnounced dead on arrival 


night in what police described 
at Mercy hospital was Bobbie 


was an argument over what 
Allen, of 368 Vineyard street. 


Windshield Of Schools 
Chief's Car Smashed 


Damage to a car owned by 


Lakeshore schools Supt. Lionel 
Stacey is believed by Berrien 
sheriff's deputies to be con- 
nected with recent vandalism 
at Lakeshore high school. 


Stacey reported to deputies 


of Galien substation Sunday 
that the windshield of his car 
was smashed Saturday night 
while the vehicle was parked at 
his home on Range Line road, 
Berrien Springs. Police said it 
appeared that a hammer was 
used. 


Lakeshore high school was 


entered Thursday night and 
equipment valued at $1,340 
stolen. An estimated $200 in 
damage to.the building also 
was reported. 


In a break-in last month, 


school officials reported theft 
of $6,700 worth of equipment 
and $650 in damages. 


Friday, the school 
board 


offered a $500 reward for in- 
formation leading to the arrest 
and conviction of persons 
responsible for the break-ins. 


Under arrest on an open charge 
of murder was Edward Lee 
Boone, 36, of 359 Pipestone 
street. 


Police said they were called 


to the Boone residence at 10:05 
p.m. and 'found that the stab- 
bing victim had been taken to 
the hospital. Four officers went 
to the hospital and when they 
learned that Allen was dead, 
proceeded to arrest Boone. 


Patrolman Mike Maruszczak 


gave this accoiint: 
. 


A party was in progress at 


Boone's home, and a quarrel 
apparently 
erupted 
when 


Boone went to play a record 
and Allen pulled the plug. Allen 
allegedly threw a bottle at 
Boone. The bottle missed and 
struck a woman. 


Allen was chased into the 


kitchen where he was stabbed, 
Police said he was stabbed 
again on the back porch after 
falling while attempting to flee. 


Allen then ran to his home 
around the corner and was 
taken to the hosital. 


Police said Allen sustained 


stab wounds to the heart and 
stomach area. An autopsy was 
being performed this morning. 
The wounds were inflicted by a 
nine-inch butcher knife, ac- 
cording to police. 


Officers said seven other 


persons were in the Boone 
house at the time of the alleged 
quarrel. 


Fire Scare 


What looked like smoke was 


really vapor but it was realistic 
enough to bring the St. Joseph 
Fire department on the run 
Saturday night (8:30-8:53 p.m.) 
to the roof of the Berrien 
County Court House. Cool, 
humid air striking fins of the 
court house cooling system 
produced the vapor. 


BOBBIE ALLE\ 
Stabbed To Death 


conferences are designed to 
allow the judges an opportunity 
to determine the general in- 
telligence, personality, and 
demeanor of each contestant. 


The conferences will be 


followed by a formal luncheon 
at noon, at which time the 
contestants are observed by 
the judges. Judges will attend a 
rehearsal of the girls at the 
pageant site in the afternoon. 


Although 
reserved 
seat 


tickets have been sold out for 
several days, general 
ad- 


mission tickets are available 
and will be sold at the door. The 
•ticket booth will open at 6:30 
p.m. and the doors at 6:45 p.m. 


Master 
of 
ceremonies 


Samuelson, is returning to the 
final pageant for his ninth 
consecutive season. He is the 
mentor of the WGN-TV "Top of 
the Morning" show, and is 
editorial editor for that station. 
He is also a director on the 
advisory board of the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture. 
Samuelson has long been a 
popular guest speaker 
and 


master 
of 
ceremonies 


throughout the midwest. 


Judging the pageant for her 


second time, Mrs. Hauck has 
served as executive director of 
the Indianapolis '500" festival 
for twelve years. Known to her 
friends 
as 
Jo, 
she 
has 


distinguished herseiras'on'e'of 
the leaders of her field, as 
coordinator of the second 
largest festival in the world. 
She is a past president of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
F e s t i v a l 


association, made up of the 
world's 50 top festivals and Of 
which Blossomtime, Inc. is a 
member. Mrs. Hauck will be 
accompanied 
here 
from 


Indianapolis by her husband, . 
Kenneth, 


Leonard Holmes is well 


known to many of the queens of 
the past four years. He had 
been public relations director 
at 
(he Cfreat 
Lakes Naval 


hospital, prior to accepting his 
present position as editor of 
"Good Hands" 
magazine, 


published by the Allstate 
Insurance company. During his 
hospital 
tenure, 
Holmes 


supervised the annual visits by 
all the blossom queens, as they 
toured the wards distributing 
Michigan 'Flavorbest' apples. 
•He will travel to the pageant 
from Zion, 111., where he makes 
his home with his wife and their 
six children. 


Motion picture and television 


producer-director W. Larry 
Kelly is making his first visit to 
Blossomtime. He formerly had 


Shot In Head; 
BH Man Lives 
To Tell About It 


Bad Weather Forces SJ Bandsmen 
To Reschedule Outdoor Work Day 


Cold, wet and foggy weather thwarted the St. Joseph 


senior and junior high bandsmen last Saturday outdoors 
but they got their fourth annual workday off to a profitable 
start indoors. 


The bandsmen will rake lawns and do a multitude of 


outdoor jobs this Saturday, their rain check day. They 
have enough work orders to keep bandsmen buiy all day. 
Workday chairmen said the response of jobs was heart- 
warming. 


While most of the bandsmen could not get out to work 


last week a score of them performed jobs inside and 
earned approximately $500. One bandsman polished silver 
and netted $20. A group of 20 stained redwood for a 
commercial establishment and earned $400. 


The money earned at the fourth annual work day will go 


into the band's summer camp, scholarship, uniform and 
Instrument fund. 


A Benton Harbor man ap- 


peared to have miraculously 
escaped death early Sunday 
morning when he was shot 
through the forehead. 


The victim, police said, drove 


from 
the location of the 


shooting in Benton township to 
a bar in St. Joseph. From the 
bar, he was directed to 
Memorial hospital, where he 
was treated and released, but 
advised 
to 
contact 
his 


physician about removing a 
slug. 


Benton 
township police 


identified the victim as Louis 
Earl Cotton, 36, of 178 Garfield 
avenue. Police reported (hat 
Cotton said he had parked his 
auto on Pine street, near East 
Main. 


Cotton said another man 


came up to the car, and a 
quarrel began over whose car 
should be in the space. Cotton 
said he remained In his auto, 
but the man reached through 
the open window and struck 


him several times about the 
head with a hand gun. The gun 
discharged. Police, said the 
bullet entered the center of the 
forehead. 


St. Joseph police said they 


were summoned to Memorial 
hospital about i:55 a.m. and 
found Cotton being treated by a 
physician. It was reported that 
the slug had not been located, 
but Cotton was able to be 
released. 


Ironically, Cotton refused to 


give a description of the alleged 
assailant, wanted to seek his 
own treatment and said he 
would not press charges, police 
reported, Cotton referred to the 
alleged assailant only as a 
"Dude," who wouldn't fight 
with his fists. 


Troops Reduced 


SAIGON 
(AP) - 
Total' 


American troop strength in I 
South Vietnam dropped 5,0001 
men last week to 85,000, 


been 
associated with the 


American 
Broadcasting 


company but is presently vice- 
president of the Cine-Mark 
Production 
Company 
of 


Chicago. Their latest release is 
a film called "So You Want to 
be a Cheerleader?" Produced 
for (he National Cheerleaders 
association, the premise of the 
film is to build poise, carriage 
and appearance 
in young 


ladies, desired attributes for 
Miss Blossomtime. Kelly at- 
tended 
the 
University of 


Austria 
and 
Ohio 
State 


university. 
ORION SAMUELSON 
Master of Ceremonies 


Atty. Zaban 
Remembers Old 
Butchering Skills 


A 550-600 pound Black Angus 


steer found its way to a butcher 
shop prematurely at the tender 
age of one year, after being hit 
by an auto early Sunday 
morning. 


Benton township police said 


the butchering of the steer was 
done in a professional manner 
by 
Benton 
Harbor 
Atty. 


Seymour Zaban, who rides 
patrol duty with their depart- 
ment. 


Zaban, a former Berrien 


county assistant prosecutor, 
was asked about his assist and 
replied that he learned but- 
chering as a youth, working 
with his father who was in the 
business. "I haven't butchered 
in years, but when I saw that 
poor animal there, I knew it 
had to be butchered to save the 


ATTY. SEYMOUR ZABAN 


iiutcher, Too 


meal,"Zaban commented. 


The accident, itself, was 


investigated at 1:25 a.m., by 
Berrien sheriff's officers, who 
said the steer ran in front of an' 
auto on North Branch road, 
near Boyer road, Bainbridge 
township. 


Deputies said the driver of 


the car, Woodrow Wilson 
Brown, 52, was unhurt. Brown 
was reported to be of South^ 
Bend, Ind., but currently 
employed on the Fred Schwarz 
farm, M-140, Watervliet. No 
summons was issued. 


According to deputies, the 


steer was owned by Leonard 
Turner, Box 422 North Branch 
road. A member of the Turner 
family said Sunday that the 
steer, at 550 to 600 pounds, was 
not too fat, considering (hat 
they range to 900 to 1,000 
pounds. The value of the steer 
was not known. 


The steer sustained a broken 


back leg and internal injuries, 
and had to be destroyed. The 
butchering was accomplished 
and, by Sunday afternoon, the 
steer was reported to be in a 
butcher shop at Cassopolis. 
Sparks 
Start 
Gas Fire 


Sparks from a loose gasoline 


tank on a car ignited spilled gas 
Saturday in front of Rex Auto 
Parts store, 447 East Main 
street, Benton Harbor, but no 
serious damage occurred, 
Benton Harbor firemen said. 


Firemen were called to the 


scene at 1:40 p.m., and found 
that the gas tank on a car 
driven by Dinah Watson, of 762 
Territorial 
road, 
Benton 


Harbor, had fallen off, setting 
fire to spilled gas. 


The 
flames 
were 
ex- 


tinguished and the gas Hushed 
from the road, firemen said. No 
damage, outside of the broken 
gas tank, was reported. 


Annual Clean-Up 
Free To Residents 


In Stevensville 


Stevensville residents can get rid of anything "from 


pianos down" during the village's annual spring clean-up 
days. Wednesday and Thursday, April 26 and 27 ac- 
cording to village street administrator Barney Yasdick 


Yasdick said residents should bring their refuse as far 


as the curb, and the village would take care of the 
rest. There is no charge for the pick-up service. 
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New Buffalo Twp. Fight Heats Up 


Behrends Claims He Has Proof 


NEW 
BUFFALO - A 


Republican 
New 
Buffalo 


township 
resident 
has 


challenged Township Super- 
visor Arthur Adamec to appear 
before a committee of the 
county board of commissioners 
to hear a disclosure of details of 


alleged 
favoritism 
and 


irregularities in township tax 
assessments. 


George 
Behrends, 
67, 


chairman 
of 
the 
United 


Republicans of Michigan, said 
he drafted a letter Sunday for 
presentation 
to 
Adamec 


challenging him to appear 
before Ihe equalization com- 
mittee to hear a disclosure of 
names that support Republican 
claims of Democratic tax 
favoritism and irregularities in 
New Buffalo township. 


Behrends, who said he is 


working with County Com- 
missioner Edward Grieger of 
New Buffalo on a taxing in- 
vestigation in the township, 
said he has more than 100 cases 
of tax reductions 
in the 


township and some 15 cases of 
tax increases discovered to 


CONCENTRATION: Glass:blowing artist William 
Crull of Lakeside displays his skill to a rapt audience 
during River Valley school district's sixth annual 
Library-Media center open house yesterday at River 


Valley high school. The open house, which included 50' 
exhibits, drew over 1,000 visitors, according to Miss 
Marie Sivak, library coordinator. 


Sunday Rain Floods 
Some Roads In Area 


Approximately two inches of rain fell on southwestern 


Michigan Sunday causing various roads in the area to be 
flooded and the closing of a few country roads in Allegan 
county. 


All area roads were reported open this morning, however, 


according to area county road commission officials. 


A total of 1.85 inches of rain was reported at the Twin Cities 


airport, Ross field, over the weekend. Allegan had a total of 


2.23 inches Sunday and Fennville recorded 1.95 inches. Arnold 
Hafer, foreman at the Sodus Agricultural Experiment farm, 
said that 1.83 inches fell there over the weekend. Ap- 
proximately an inch and a half fell at the HerbTeichman farm, 
northeast of Eau Claire. 


Area police agenices reported no unusual accidents due to 


the rain and the Indiana and Michigan Electric company 
reported no serious tie-ups. 


Two Will Share 
Valedictorian 
Honors At Gobies 


COBLES — Two varsity 


athletes have been selected to 
share valedictorian honors this 
year at Gobies high school in an 
apparent first for the district. 


Thomas Saylor, high school 


principal, said he could find no 
record of any previous co- 
valedictorians in the district. 


I1HKNDA HEDIKSS 


Salutatorian 


Sharing 
the 
honor 
are 


Nicholas Clement, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. William Clement, and 
Gary Flegal, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Joseph Flegal. 


Named Salutatorian was 


Brenda Rcdiess, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Gentz. 


Clement Is president of the 


high school student council, 
and has participated in varsity 
basketball, track, band, and is 
a member of the Varsity and 
Speech clubs. He plans to at- 
tend the University of Michigan 
next fall. 


Flegal is president of the 


senior class, and has par- 
ticipated in varsity basketball, 
band and track. He is a 
member of the Varsity club, 
and was president of the junior 
class. He plans to attend Albion 
college next fall. 


Miss Rediess, who was 


selected by the high school 
faculty earlier this year to 
receive the DAR Good Citizen 
award, has 
participated in 


girls' Softball, Ihe all-school 
play, Speech club and the 
school newspaper 
and year- 


book. She plans to attend the 
University of Michigan this 
fall, 


NICHOLAS CLEMENT 


Co-Valcdiclorian 


GARY FLEGAL 
Co-Valedictorian 


date. 


Behrends said he believes 


most of the 100 receiving tax 
allocation cuts are Democrats 
and that the hikes are for 
Republicans. 


Commissioner 
Grieger 


charged last Tuesday at a 
county board 
meeting 
that 


D e m o c r a t s 
a r r a n g e d 


favoritism and irregularities in 
township tax assessing. 


Adamec said the attack was 


"not legitimate" and branded 
it "politics in the worst sense." 


B e h r e n d s 
c l a i m e d 


Democrats in the township 
"bought" votes by promising 
landholders a tax reduction if 
they voted for the Democratic 
ticket. He said also the 100 lax 
cut cases he has discovered for 
Grieger 
occurred 
under 


Adamec's administration and 
involve friends of Adamec's 
board, close relatives of board 
members and appointees. 


Behrends said when the tax 


issue is finished he plans to 
attack the township budget. 


Fennville, 
South Haven 
4-H'ers Best 


SOUTH HAVEN TWP. 
Home Is Heavily 
Damaged By Fire 


SOUTH HAVEN — Fire heavily damaged the Janet Kellogg 


residence on Sixth avenue in South Haven township Saturday 
afternoon. 


South Haven firemen, who answered the alarm al4:30 p.m., 


said flames were coming out several windows when they 
arrived. 


The fire apparently started as children in the home were 


cooking on a kitchen stove. The fire was fed by a ruptured fuel 
oil line, firemen said. 


The owner said the home was insured for $5,000. Damage,to 


the structure and contents was estimated lo exceed $10,000 by 
fire department officials. 


FENNVILLE 
— 
Marie 


Fleming of rural South Haven 
and Dan Nally of rural Fenn- 
ville took top honors Saturday 
night during the annual spring 
achievement program of nine 
Allegan county 4-H clubs, held 
in 
Fennville 
high 
school 


gymnasium. 


Miss Fleming, a senior at 


South Haven high school, won 
Freedom 
Close But 
Elusive 


By STEVE McQUOWN 


Paw Paw Bureau 


PAW PAW — A Paw Paw 


man serving a 5 to 10 year 
prison term after 
pleading 


guilty to a charge of possessing 
marijuana in Van Buren circuit 
court in 1970, has had the 
sentence set aside, but is not 
free yet. 


, The man, identified as Jack 
M. Raven, was ordered held for 
arraignment on a charge of 
selling marijuana instead. The 
latest charge stemmed from 
the arrest leading to the earlier 
conviction. 


. Van Buren Prosecutor 


William Buhl said the circuit 
court ordered the earlier 
sentencing be set aside because 
of the state supreme court 
decision ruling the law un- 
constitutional. 


Simultaneously, 
however, 


Judge David Anderson Jr., 
approved a request of Buhl that 
the new charge be filed. 


Buhl said the charge of 


selling had been dropped by his 
office when the guilty plea had 
been entered by Raven to the 
possession charge in the earlier 
proceedings. 


Raven is to be arraigned on 


the charge of illegal sale of 
marijuana soon. It carries a 
possible sentence of life im- 
prisonment, according to in- 
trepretations 
by 
county 


authorities. 


There is some disagreement 


among attorneys, however, 
whether the recent decisions of 
the supreme court and new 
classification and penalties for 
pot-connected offenses effected 
the old statute maximum of 
possible life imprisonment for 


• coviction of illegal sale of 


marijuana. 


Raven, now 35, was arrested 


at his home near Paw Paw by 
state police in March, 1970, 
after a state police informant 
made two separate purchases 
of marijuana. 


When arrested, an estimalcd 


six 
pounds of 
suspected 


marijuana was confiscated by 
slate police who estimated its 
retail value at from $5,000 to 
$10,000. 


In April, 1970, Raven pleaded 


guilty to a charge of illegal 
possession of marijuana. 


An illegal sale charge was 


then dropped. 


Following Ihe March decision 


by the state supreme court 
striking 
down the illega! 


Ihe Key Award, a county-wide 
recognition 
of 
leadership, 


citizenship and community 
service. The daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Lynn Fleming of 67th 
street, South Haven, she is a 
member of the Hadaway 4-H 
club. 


Nally, son of Mr. and Mrs. 


Eugene Nally, won a special 
county-wide 
award 
for 


leadership. He is a student at 
Fennville high school. 


About 300 adults and some 


200 exhibitors attended the 
Saturday night program, when 
ribbons were handed out for 800 
exhibits on display. 
Judges 


selected 156 of the displays for 
purple ribbons, 


Clubs participating in the 


event are from the Pullman, 
Hadaway, Glenn, Beechdale, 
Iddles and Fennville school 
districts. 


MARIE FLEMING 


Key Award 


DAN NALLY 
Leadership 


NEWLYWEDS: A note placed inside a small container 
and dropped into the Wyoming river in 1966 by a rural 
Allegan youth and his brother led to wedding bells for 
the youth and a Wyoming girl who found the note in 
1971. Barbara Merchants of Cody, Wyoming, and 
Dennis Misner, of Allegan, were married in Cody on 
March 30. 


TO WYOMING GIRL 
Note In Container 
Leads To Wedding 
Of Allegan Man 


ALLEGAN 
— 
There 


probably 
will 
be 
other 


"sequels" to the story of the 
rural Allegan family and the 
family from Cody, Wyoming, 
who became friends because of 
a note placed in a small con- 
tainer and tossed into the 
Wyoming river in 1966, but the 
mostcurrent one could stand as 
a Hollywood-style happy en- 
ding. 


Barbara Merchant, now 20, 


daughter of the family from the 
Wyoming community 
and 


Dennis Misner, 
21, of 
the 


Allegan family were married in 
Cody, Wyoming, on March 30. 
The couple was honored at a 
reception in Allegan April 9. 


The 
romance 
had 
its 


"beginning" on a warm June 
day in 1966 when the Raymond 
Misner family was vacationing 
in Wyoming, heading 
for 


Yellowstone National park. 


The 'family arrived at the 


park gates before they were 
opened and decided to eat a 
picnic breakfast at a roadside 
park on the banks of the 
Shoshone river. While waiting, 
the Misner sons—Dennis and 
David—looked around 
for 


something to do. 


No one recalls whose idea it 


was, but the boys decided to 
write notes, put them inside 35 
mm. film canisters, drop them 


in the river and see what 
happened. 


The Misners returned to their 


home on Pike Lake, south of 
Allegan, without.giving another 
thought to the boys' 
ex- 


periment. 


The Misners returned to their 


home on Pike Lake, south of 
Allegan, without giving another 
thought to the boys' 
ex- 


periment. 


They didn't recall the notes 


until four years and eight- 
months later when — in 
February, 
1971—Dennis 


received a letter from Barbara 
Merchant of Cody, Wyoming. 


Barbara, then 
19, told of 


finding one of the canisters 
while fishing with her brother 
Joe on the 
Buffalo Bill Dam 


Reservoir, 50 miles down- 
stream from Yellowstone. Her 
letter marked the beginning of 
a friendship between her 
-family and the Misners. 


After several letters were 


exchanged, the Misners spent a 
vacation in Wyoming with the 
Merchants. Then 
Barbara 


came to Allegan for a visit last 
November. 


Barbara's mother, Dorothy, 


and her brother Joe, stood up 
with the couple during the 
wedding. The couple returned 
to Allegan later the same day. 


possession law, Raven', through 
an attorney, asked that his 
conviction and sentence be 
vacated. 


In a counter motion, Buhl 


then asked Judge Anderson to 
re-instate the charge of illegal 
sale of marijuane against 
Raven. 


In his written opinion, Judge 


Anderson said: 


"Conviction under an un- 


constitutional statute which 
conviction is set aside, is no 
bar to further 
proceedings 


under the valid statute 
" 


FIRST FOR COLOMA 
Computerized Tax 
Notices Ready Soon 


COLOMA — Computerized lax notices, the first of it's type in 


the history of Coloma, will be ready in time for Ihe winter 
taxes, according to Mayor Glenn Randall. 


City commissioners at the recommendation of City Assessor 


Marvin Taylor agreed to enter into a three year contract with 
theManatron Cornputcr Service of KalamaTOO at a cost of $450 
per year. 


The service was promoted on a countywide basis by the 


county taxation office to make tax notice preparation easier 
for city assessors. 


Taylor first suggested enlering into the computerized tax 


notice.system earlier this year, but did not formally recom- 
mend the new tux preparation method until he had researched 
the proposal. 


f 


